
Convergent Evolution of Secondary Structure in Mitochondrially
Encoded Cysteine tRNA of the Nine-Banded Armadillo

(Dasypus novemcinctus)
F. A. Kondrashov

Engelhardt Institute of Molecular Biology, Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow, 119991 Russia
E-mail: fkondrashov@ucsd.edu

Received March 11, 2004

Abstract—Here, I describe a case of loss of the D-arm by mitochondrial cysteine tRNA in the nine-banded
armadillo (Dasypus novemcinctus) convergent with mt tRNASer(AGY). Such evolution sheds light on the rela-
tionship between structure and function of tRNA molecules and its impact on the patterns of molecular evo-
lution.


